Indian Cove Camping Event - Joshua Tree National Park (http://www.nps.gov/jotr)
Weather
Friday 12th, 21-31C, mostly sunny, Wind 16-21kmph, Sunset at 7:55p
Saturday 13th, 19-31C, mostly sunny, Wind 16-21kmph, sunrise at 5:32a, Sunset at 7:56p

Personal Checklist:

Cloths and sleeping bag: chose them based on temp is 19-31C, mostly sunny

Airbed

Sun block/sunglass/hat
Fully charged batteries – camp site listed as “nonelectric”

Beach chair(s)

Light/headlights

National Park Pass, if you have it

Drinking water bottles

Check book (
Group Checklist (unless otherwise specified, all TBDs are defaulted to老飘飘 :-)
Final headcount, by TBD
Car pool arrangement (per car and departure time) – maximum 8 cars, by TBD

Tent arrangement, by TBD (is there a limit of tent #?)
Food arrangement (including tea/coffee), by TBD

Cups, plates, knifes/forks, kitchen paper towels, by TBD
Cooking sets, by TBD

Soft drink arrangement, by TBD

Serious drink arrangement, by Sabrina?
Campfire wood arrangement, by TBD
Where to for sunset, sunrise, etc.

Schedule

	Items
	Description
	Comments

	Drive to Indian Cove at different departure times
	About 110miles (and 2 hours) from #10 and #57.
	People start at 6p or later will not be able to get there before party starts at 8p.
People start around 3-4p will be caught in the traffic jam, meet the 6p departure people somewhere along #10, and get there together at/after 8p, (

	Setup tents (check in time is 12:00p)
	
	

	Explore the park or start party unofficially
	
	

	Food preparing before sunset
	
	Insufficient cooking time between sunset and 10:00p

	Shoot sunset at 7:55p (optional)
	
	Conflict with the party, pink sky can easy stay till 8:30p…

	Party with food, drinks, and campfire
	
	Conflict with sunset and also quiet time at 10:00p.  can chat quietly in very small groups, such as inside tents.
If 1/3 not arrived yet, 1/3 out for sunset, there will be 1/3 for the official party opening ceremony.

	Long exposure shots/stargazing
	
	

	Sunrise at 5:32a
	
	

	Breakfast
	
	

	Close camp site and check out before 12:00p
	
	

	Miles of Wonder Exhibit (optional)
	
	


Photography Exhibit At Visitor Center Extended

Joshua Tree National Park, announces that the Miles of Wonder photography exhibit at the Joshua Tree Visitor Center in the community of Joshua Tree, California has been extended for another 30 days and will remain on display through July 8, 2009. Over 230 stunning color photographs by local nature photographer, David Jesse McChesney, depict the scenery, plant life, and wildlife of Joshua Tree National Park. The Joshua Tree Visitor Center is located at 6554 Park Boulevard in the community of Joshua Tree and is open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. There is no fee to view the exhibit.

The Miles of Wonder exhibit is a remarkably detailed and intimate look at a single national park– Joshua Tree. Its images show rare views of weather, wildlife behavior, and other natural phenomena that reveal the desert’s inner beauty. The exhibit has been in display since April 10 and has been highly popular with park visitors and community residents alike.

Frequently Asked Questions
May I bring my dog to the park?  While pets are allowed in the park, their activities are restricted. They must be on a leash at all times and cannot be more than 100 feet from a road, picnic area, or campground; they are prohibited from trails, and they must never be left unattended—not even in a vehicle.

What time does the park close?  The park is always open and may be visited anytime of year. Visitor center hours vary.

Do I need to make campground reservations?  Reservations may be made for sites at Black Rock, Indian Cove, and all group sites by calling 1-877-444-6777 or online. Other campgrounds are first-come, first-served and fill quickly on weekends and during spring break. During the summer reservations are only taken for group sites.

What will the weather be like this weekend?  It is best to check the weather forecast online just before you leave home and even then remember that temperature changes of 40 degrees within 24 hours are common. Bring a variety of clothes that you can layer on and off as conditions change.

When will the wildflowers be at their best?  The extent and timing of wildflower blooms vary from year to year depending upon rains at the right time, warm-enough temperatures to produce flower stalks but not so warm as to dry out the plants, the elevation the plant is growing at, and the type of plant. Blooms and locations are posted as they are observed.

How did the Joshua tree get its name?  According to legend, Mormon pioneers considered the limbs of the Joshua trees to resemble the upstretched arms of Joshua leading them to the promised land.

How did Twentynine Palms get its name?  Legend holds that the Serano came to the Oasis of Mara because a medicine man told them it was a good place to live and that they would have many boy babies. The medicine man instructed them to plant a palm tree each time a boy was born. In the first year, the Serrano planted 29 palm trees at the oasis.

Things To Do

Joshua Tree National Park offers visitors endless opportunities for exploration and discovery. Depending on the number of hours you have to spend, your interests and energy, here are some ideas to consider: 
If you have four hours or less, begin your tour at a visitor center where park staff will be happy to help you plan your visit. With limited time you may want to confine your sightseeing to the main park roads. Many pullouts with wayside exhibits dot these roads. There are 12 self-guiding nature trails. Consider experiencing at least one of these walks during a short park visit. On clear days the vista from Keys View extends beyond Salton Sea to Mexico and is well worth the additional 20-minute drive.

If you plan to spend an entire day there will be time to sample one or more hiking trails. A ranger program will add enjoyment and understanding to your visit. Or, October through May, call ahead and reserve a spot on the popular Keys Ranch guided walking tour. If solitude is what you are after, plan an all-day hike into the backcountry. If you would like to experience the desert from the seat of a mountain bike, the park offers an extensive network of dirt roads that make for less crowded and safer cycling than the paved main roads. Joshua Tree is a popular rock-climbing area. Many visitors enjoy just watching the climbers in action.

With more than one day in the park your options increase. There are nine campgrounds and backcountry camping is permitted. For “peak baggers,” the park has ten mountains greater than 5,000 feet (1,524 m) in elevation. Or make it your goal to hike to all five of the park's fan palm oases. Other trails lead you to remnants of the gold mining era, a colorful part of the park’s cultural history. Whatever you choose, your time will be rewarding. The desert holds much more than what is readily apparent to the casual observer.

A note of caution: The desert, fascinating as it is, can be life-threatening for those unfamiliar with its potential dangers. It is essential that you carry water with you—even if you are only driving through. Cars break down; keys get locked inside; accidents happen.

Day Hikes
· 49 Palms: Oasis 3 miles, 4.8 km Several stands of fan palms and pools of water are found at the oasis Moderately strenuous 

· Lost Horse Mine/Mtn. 4 miles, 6.4 km Site of ten-stamp mill. Summit = 5,278 feet (1,609m) Moderately strenuous 

· Lost Palms: Oasis 7.2 miles, 11.6 km Canyon with numerous palm stands Moderate A side trip to Victory Palms and Munsen Canyon involves scrambling. 

· Mastodon: Peak 3 miles, 4.8 km Excellent views of the Eagle Mountains and Salton Sea. Summit = 3,371 feet (1,027m) Strenuous 

· Ryan: Mountain 3 miles, 4.8 km Excellent views of Lost Horse, Queen, and Pleasant valleys Summit = 5,461 feet (1,664m). Strenuous 

Places To Go  

Within its 800,000 acres, spanning two deserts and three of California’s ecoregions, Joshua Tree National Park provides visitors destinations displaying a variety of landforms, vegetation communities, and elevations.  Some offer good hiking, some good birding, and still others the opportunity to catch sight, if you are lucky, of a bighorn sheep or desert tortoise. Several have campgrounds and picnic areas. Some offer spectacular views.

Visitor Centers:
Oasis Visitor Center 

Open:  All Year 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Phone: 760-367-5500 

Location: Oasis of Mara in Twentynine Palms 

Special Programs: Park videos are shown upon request between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. 

Exhibits: yes Available Facilities: water, flush toilets, telephone, bookstore, beverages, picnic tables 

Joshua Tree Visitor Center 

Open: All Year 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Phone: 760-366-1855 

Location: South of Hwy 62 (Twentynine Palms Highway) on Park Boulevard in the Village of Joshua Tree 

Special Programs: Park videos are shown upon request.  

Exhibits: yes Available Facilities: bookstore, cafe, flush toilets onsite; public telephone and showers nearby 

Cottonwood Visitor Center 

Open: All Year 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Location: Cottonwood Spring 

Special Programs: Park videos are shown upon request. 

Exhibits: yes Available Facilities: water, flush toilets, bookstore onsite; picnic area nearby 

Black Rock Nature Center 

Open: October through May Daily (except Friday) 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Fridays Noon to 8:00 p.m. Phone: 760-367-3001 

Location: Black Rock Canyon Exhibits: yes Available Facilities: water, flush toilets, bookstore, picnic area  

Keys View  

This popular destination, perched on the crest of the Little San Bernardino Mountains, provides panoramic views of the Coachella Valley and is well worth the 20-minute drive from Park Boulevard down Keys View Road.  

Look for the shining surface of the Salton Sea, which is 230 feet below sea level, on the far left. Looking to the right, the Santa Rosa Mountains are behind Indio and, along with 10,800-foot San Jacinto Peak behind Palm Springs, form the high points of the Peninsular Ranges. Further right, the usually snow-covered peak of 11,500-foot San Gorgonio Mountain is clearly visible.

San Andreas Fault: The southwest side of the ridge drops nearly a mile in elevation into the Coachella Valley. The infamous San Andreas Fault, stretching 700 miles from the Gulf of California to the Mendocino Coast north of San Francisco, runs through the valley and can be seen below.

Mexico: On a really clear day, you might be able to see Signal Mountain in Mexico, although that has become somewhat rare due to the poor air quality of recent years.

Black Rock Canyon  

Located in the northwest corner of the park, the road to Black Rock Canyon dead-ends at the campground. Campsites are located on a hillside at the mouth of the canyon surrounded by Joshua trees, junipers, cholla cacti, and a variety of desert shrubs. Spring blooms usually begin with the Joshua trees in late February followed by shrubs and annuals through May. 

Camping: This quiet, family campground is a good introduction for first-time campers. Each campsite has a picnic table and fire ring with rest rooms and water nearby. If you forget to bring your firewood, shopping facilities are only five miles away in the town of Yucca Valley. Campsites vary in size and can accommodate both tents and RVs. A day-use picnic area and a dump station are also available. For horse owners, a separate area is provided for camping or for staging a ride.

Visitor Center: Campers register and pay camping fees at the nature center located in the middle of the campground. The staff at this small visitor center will help you plan a hike or other activity. Maps, books, nature guides, and children’s activity books may be purchased there.

Hiking: The hills behind the campground offer a variety of hiking trails including the Hi-View Nature Trail. The interpretive guide for this trail, available at the nature center, identifies the vegetation along this scenic 1.3-mile walk. For those looking for longer trails, Eureka Peak, Panorama Loop, and Warren Peak take hikers to ridge lines overlooking the often snowy peaks of San Jacinto and San Gorgonio. The trailhead for a 35-mile section of the California Riding and Hiking Trail is located at Black Rock. Backpackers can register at the backcountry board here for overnight wilderness trips.

Wildlife Viewing: But you don’t have to hike to enjoy the Black Rock Canyon area. Wildlife sightings are frequent in the campground. Visitors often encounter ground squirrels, jackrabbits, and cottontails. Frequent bird sightings include cactus wrens, Gambel’s quail, great horned owls, scrub-jays, and roadrunners. A lucky birder might be rewarded with a glimpse of a Scott’s oriole, pinyon jay, or LeConte’s thrasher. More elusive species such as bobcat, bighorn sheep, mountain lion, desert tortoise, and mule deer have all been seen in the area. As the sun sets, listen for the “singing” of coyotes living on the outskirts of the campground.

Skull Rock  

It began long ago when rain drops accumulated in tiny depressions and started to erode the granite. As more rock eroded, more water accumulated, leading to more erosion until, as time passed, two hollowed-out eye sockets formed and the rock began to resemble a skull.

Located along the main east-west park road, Skull Rock is a favorite stop for park visitors. A parking spot is located just across the road from the rock.

For those wishing to stretch their legs, a 1.7 mile nature trail begins either just across from the entrance to Jumbo Rocks Campground or inside the campground, across from the amphitheater.

Indian Cove  

Indian Cove is located 13 miles east of Joshua Tree Village and 10 miles west of Twentynine Palms on the north side of the Wonderland of Rocks. Indian Cove Road dead-ends at this secluded area.

A sprawling campground is enclosed by towering rock formations making the area popular with rock climbers. Many campsites are tucked around the rocks, providing naturalistic tent camping. Other sites offer space for RVs. There is a separate camping area for groups.

Campers register at the ranger station located at the entrance to the Indian Cove area. Water is also available there.

On the west side of the campground, the half-mile Indian Cove nature trail features the plants, animals, and seasonal Indian occupation of the area. A picnic area is located on the far eastern side of the campground.

Indian Cove is noted for the large number of mature Mojave yuccas and shrubs that grow there. Colorful spring blooms are especially striking against the sand-colored granite rocks.

Desert tortoise sightings are not unusual during spring and early fall, when they venture from their burrows. The area is also popular with birders, especially those wanting to see the elusive LeConte’s thrasher.

For backcountry campers, the Indian Cove backcountry registration board provides parking and the Boy Scout trailhead.

Indian Cove Nature Trail: This .6-mile loop trail features the plants, animals, and Indian habitation of the area.

Cottonwood Spring  

Cottonwood Spring Oasis, one of the best kept secrets in Joshua Tree National Park, is just seven miles from the southern entrance to the park. The spring, the result of earthquake activity, was used for centuries by the Cahuilla Indians, who left bedrock mortars and clay pots, or ollas, in the area.

Gold: Cottonwood Spring was an important water stop for prospectors, miners, and teamsters traveling from Mecca to mines in the north. Water was necessary for gold processing, so a number of gold mills were located here. The remains of an arrastra, a primitive type of gold mill, can be found near the spring, and concrete ruins mark the sites of two later gold mills in the area.

Cottonwood Spring was first mentioned in a gold mine claim filed in 1875, indicating that the trees are native. Fan palms first appear around 1920, perhaps growing from seeds deposited by a bird or coyote.

Hiking: A number of hikes begin at Cottonwood Spring. A short, easy walk down Cottonwood Wash leads past a second oasis to a dry falls. In wet years, the falls can become a scene of rushing water and red-spotted toads. Bighorn sheep often come up the wash for water in the early hours. An old teamster road drops down past the falls to the lower wash. A short hike leads through palo verde and desert willow trees to the remains of Moorten’s Mill.

The three-mile loop trail to Mastodon Peak offers spectacular views, interesting geology, the Mastodon Mine, and the Winona Mill Site. And, for those looking for a longer hike—eight miles round trip—and the largest stand of fan palms in the park, the Lost Palms Oasis trail is a sure winner.

Birding: But you don’t have to hike to enjoy Cottonwood Spring. This is one of the best birding spots in the park, so bring your binoculars and sit a spell.

Camping: The campground, which has water and rest rooms, is located one-half mile from Cottonwood Spring via a signed trail; there are also shaded picnic tables in the campground.

Ranger Programs: To learn more about the plants, animals, and history of this fascinating place, join a ranger-led hike, walk, or evening program, offered most weekends.

Covington Flats  

The dirt roads in Covington Flats offer access to some of the park’s largest Joshua trees, junipers, and pinyon pines. From Covington Flats picnic area to Eureka Peak is 3.8 miles (6.2 km) one way. The dirt road is steep near the end, but the top offers views of Palm Springs, the surrounding mountains, and the Morongo Basin.

There are a number of trails in the area and the Covington backcountry registration board is available for those wishing to backcountry camp.

Covington is located in the north-western section of the park, between Black Rock Canyon and Joshua Tree. Take La Contenta south off of Highway 62.

Activities - Birding  

Residents, Migrants, and Nesters

Joshua Tree’s resident bird species, such as greater roadrunner, phainopepla, mockingbird, verdin, cactus wren, rock wren, mourning dove, Le Conte’s thrasher, and Gambel’s quail can be sighted in the park throughout the year. The park’s winter migrants: white-crowned sparrow, dark-eyed junco, sage sparrow, cedar waxwing, American robin, and hermit thrush will remain in the park into March. Along about the time the winter migratory species are departing, other species will begin to migrate into the area for spring and summer. This group includes summer nesting species such as Bendire’s thrasher, ash-throated flycatcher, western kingbird, Scott’s oriole, northern oriole, and western bluebird. 

Transients

A brightly colored bunch of warblers: Wilson’s, black-throated gray, Nashville, Mac Gillivray’s, yellow, yellow-rumped (a species also here in winter), and orange-crowned are among the species that just pass through the park. Other transients are black-headed grosbeaks, western tanagers, indigo buntings, and lazuli buntings. In addition to these smaller migrants, the park hosts a migration of birds of prey: sharp-shinned hawk, rough-legged hawk, northern harrier, osprey and Swainson’s hawk. There are several resident hawks as well: red-tailed hawk, American kestrel, Cooper’s hawk, and prairie falcon. 

Unusual Sightings

Occasionally groups of 200 or more turkey vultures will spend the night in the trees at the Oasis of Mara during their spring migration. They present quite a sight especially with their wings slightly spread, warming in the early morning sun. An occasional shore bird also finds its way into Joshua Tree during spring. Do not be too surprised if you see a black-necked stilt or an eared grebe standing on a park road. Grebes have their feet placed so far to the back of their bodies they cannot make a running takeoff on land—once grounded, they are stranded. Please report any sightings to park personnel so the stranded bird can be transported safely to a water site. 

Where to Look

Fan palm oases, and water impoundments are good places to search for birds. Even “lakes” that are dry, such as Barker Dam, offer forage vegetation for birds. The Oasis of Mara, including the 29 Palms Inn at the west end, is a good bird viewing area. Cottonwood Spring has both cottonwood trees and fan palms to provide vegetation and shelter for a number of birds. Lost Palms Oasis, 49 Palms Oasis, and the riparian habitat associated with Smith Water Canyon require more extensive hiking but provide good birding as well. When in the high desert areas of the park take a walk or two in the Queen and Lost Horse valleys and look for ladder-backed woodpecker, red-tailed hawk, oak titmouse, bushtit, black-tailed and blue-gray gnatcatchers, black-throated sparrow, and sage sparrow. 

Pickup a Checklist

Interested visitors can stop at a visitor center and pick up a bird checklist that will indicate the likelihood of a particular species being observed during each season. Also ask about any interesting bird sightings or report any unusual sightings you might make. Enjoy your park and its birds. 

Activities - Camping

Campsites are limited to six people, three tents, and two cars. Group sites accommodate 10 to 60 people. Each campsite has a picnic table and fire grate. Water and flush toilets are available in Black Rock and Cottonwood campgrounds. Showers are not available.

Water is available at the Oasis Visitor Center, Indian Cove Ranger Station, West Entrance, and Black Rock and Cottonwood campgrounds.

Quiet hours are from 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. Generator use is limited to six hours a day: 7 to 9 a.m., noon to 2 p.m., and 5 to 7 p.m.

Food-storage containers capable of preventing access by wildlife are required. Any scented or odorous items must be similarly stored.

Campfires: All vegetation in the park is protected. If you want to make a campfire, bring your own firewood. Fire grates are provided.

RVs: There are no hookups for recreational vehicles. Black Rock and Cottonwood have dump stations. At Hidden Valley and all group sites, motorhomes and trailers cannot exceed 25 feet. At White Tank Campground the 25-foot limitation includes the towing vehicle.
  Reservations: Sites at Black Rock and Indian Cove campgrounds may be reserved from September through the Memorial Day weekend by calling 1-877-444-6777 up to six months in advance of the date you want to reserve. Or you may make reservations online at www.recreation.gov

First-come, first-served campgrounds include: Belle, Cottonwood, Hidden Valley, Jumbo Rocks, Ryan, and White Tank. Black Rock and Indian Cove campgrounds are first-come, first-served only during the summer—June through September.

Group Site Reservations may be made up to 12 months in advance throughout the year by calling 1-877-444-6777 or online at www.recreation.gov. Group campsites are available at Cottonwood, Indian Cove, and Sheep Pass campgrounds.

Camping Limits: There is a 30-day camping limit each year. However, only 14 nights total may occur from October through May.

Overflow Camping: There is no overflow camping in the park, however there are some BLM areas nearby. Click here for a map.(270k PDF)

The park also offers backcountry camping.

Activities - Rock Climbing  

Joshua Tree welcomes climbers and bouldering enthusiasts from around the world. This high desert monzogranite climbing mecca is famous for its traditional-style crack, slab, and steep-face climbing. With more than 400 climbing formations and 8,000 climbing routes, Joshua Tree offers challenging climbs for all levels of climbing ability. It is truly a world-class climbing destination.

If you are new to rock climbing and bouldering, please be sure that you are properly trained and equipped before you engage in these activities. You may wish to purchase a climbing guide or hiking map if you are unfamiliar with the park. They are available at park visitor centers and at outdoor shops in the surrounding communities. Information about commercial guide services can be found on the Internet and at local climbing stores.

Tread Lightly Fifty years ago, the impact of rock climbers at Joshua Tree was minimal, but today the park hosts hundreds of climbers and boulderers on a busy weekend. We must all do our part to protect this fragile desert environment, or it will cease to be a viable habitat for plants and animals, a valuable research area for scientisits, and a welcoming place for climbers to enjoy. Treading lightly is everyone’s responsibility.

Etiquette Be considerate—ask permission if you wish to climb in a campsite that is occupied.

Pack out your trash—all of it: tape, chalk pieces, cigarette butts, micro-food articles and wrappers, and fruit peels and cores (they don’t decompose in this arid environment). Please don’t create a mess by dumping your trash into a pit toilet or leaving it next to a full dumpster or recycle bin. Pit toilets have to be pumped and filling them with trash makes the job (aren’t you glad it’s not yours?) difficult, to say the least. Trash left outside dumpsters attracts ravens; ravens eat baby tortoises, and the desert tortoise is already on the edge of extinction. Leave your campsite and your climbing area cleaner than when you found it. Better yet, leave no trace!

Plants and Soils Multiple approach paths, called “social trails,” to the same cliff or boulder damage fragile desert plants and soils. Cryptobiotic soils that contain micro-organisms help to keep the sand in place and provide nutrients and moisture so plants can grow. When you walk on cryptobiotic soil, the micro-organisms die, so don’t create a new path—even if it is the shortest distance to your climb—when a well-worn approach already exists. Walk on rock surfaces and in washes rather than trampling undisturbed soil.

Use your crash pad carefully to prevent damage to plants near the base of climbs. Carry it rather than dragging it across the ground. Place it so that plants are not broken or crushed when a boulderer lands on it.

Don’t be guilty of “large group sprawl.” Limit the number of bodies around the boulder and you will limit the damage to the area surrounding the boulder. If several people are already bouldering in the area of your choice, look for someplace better.

Cultural Artifacts Joshua Tree has a rich cultural history and protects significant artifacts from historic and prehistoric American Indian groups. By law, archeological and historic sites and artifacts may not be disturbed. This includes rock art (pictographs and petroglyphs), habitation sites (rock shelters and camping sites), and cultural artifacts (pottery vessels and sherds, projectile points, stone tools, beads, etc.) While taking a single piece (sherd) of broken pottery may not seem wrong, it could provide the clue an archeologist needs to accurately interpret the activities of American Indians in this area.

Climbing within 50 feet of rock art is prohibited. Pictographs (paintings) and petroglyphs (carvings) are easily damaged and should not be touched. Skin oils, chalk, and boot rubber hasten the deterioration of these irreplaceable cultural artifacts. So does fire, never start a fire in a rock shelter.

Animals In order to protect sensitive wildlife habitat, the entire Wonderland of Rocks is closed to overnight use. This allows the desert bighorn sheep and other animals to visit water sources without being disturbed. Pets are banned from the backcountry. The presence of carnivores, such as domestic dogs, inhibits the feeding, travel, and reproductive cycles of animals who must struggle to survive in the wild. Even leashed dogs cause extra stress on wild animals and are only allowed in campgrounds and within 100 feet of designated roads.

Joshua Tree is home to about 250 bird species, including several birds of prey (raptors). Occasionally a climbing route will be closed during nesting season to protect these birds. Closure notices are posted in the area of the closure, at park visitor centers, at entrance stations, and at local climbing shops. If you encounter nesting raptors while climbing, please inform park staff and avoid the area.

Rock Formations Chipping, scraping, gardening, comfortizing, and gluing holds is prohibited. Minimize the use of chalk and brush it off after bouldering sessions to minimize the visual impact.

Closed to Climbing Six areas of the park are closed to rock climbing due to their proximity to sensitive resources or private property. They include: "Energy Crisis" on the east side of "Little Hunk," the "Schwarzenegger Wall," the "Pictograph Boulder" at the base of Queen Mountain, and within 50 feet of "Chicken Wing," "Heavy Metal," and "Hell Flake" in the "Indian Wave" boulder area. The private property across from the Hemingway parking area is closed to climbing, as is the Keys Ranch property. Visitors to the ranch must be accompanied by a park ranger; scheduled tours are available.

Fixed Anchors The rules that govern the placement of fixed anchors are complex. Please study them carefully as you are responsible for following them.

A fixed anchor is defined as any piece of climbing equipment that is left in place to facilitate a safe ascent or rappel. Examples include, but are not limited to, bolts, pitons, and slings. Only place fixed anchors as a last resort. Before placing fixed anchors on a route, think seriously about whether the route warrants them. Joshua Tree has a lot of top-rope routes, many of which are worth climbing, but not worth bolting.

Fixed Anchor Specifications The local climbing community suggests stainless steel hangers and bolts that are at least three-eights-inch in diameter and two and one-half inches in length. Please minimize visual impacts by camouflaging fixed anchors.

Fixed Anchors in Non-Wilderness Areas You are not required to have a permit to place new, or replace existing, fixed anchors in non-wilderness. However, please consider the impacts of new fixed anchors on the quality of existing climbing routes, natural, historical, and archeological resources, and the experience of other visitors. A “fixed anchor checklist” was devised by the park, with advice from local climbers and other interested persons, to help you evaluate the potential impact of your proposed route. It is available at entrance stations, visitor centers, and online.

Fixed Anchors in Wilderness Areas Fixed anchors may be replaced, anchor for anchor, in wilderness. A permit is required to place new fixed anchors in wilderness. Contact the special-use office at 760-367-5545 to request a permit application.

Over 75 percent of the park is Congressionally-designated wilderness. Climbers are responsible for knowing where wilderness boundaries are located. A list of climbs and whether they are inside or outside of designated wilderness is available online. If you are unsure about a particular location, contact a park ranger.

Fixed Anchor-Free Zones Fixed anchors may not be placed or replaced in fixed anchor-free zones. Additionally, the Barker Dam area, a popular destination for many park visitors, has been designated a fixed anchor-free zone to maintain its aesthetic value for visitors. Fixed anchors may not be placed between the parking lot and the dam. If you wish to place fixed anchors in the surrounding area, make sure to identify the boundaries first.

Power drills Power drills may not be used without a permit. You may contact the special-use office at 760-367-5545 to learn more about the permitting process.

Climbing Safety Rock climbing can be a dangerous activity. The National Park Service does not maintain climbing routes or associated climbing gear and cannot guarantee your safety. You climb at your own risk.

Most climbing in Joshua Tree National Park requires traditional climbing gear. Fixed anchors for top-roping are limited. Helmets are advised for all climbing activity in the park.

Emergencies Volunteers and park staff train together to provide search and rescue services in the park. In an emergency call the park dispatcher direct at 909-383-5651, or call 911. Be prepared to tell the dispatcher the rock formation and climbing route names, the nearest landmark, and a meeting place so that you can direct rescuers to the accident site.

Cell phone service is limited within the park. Emergency-only phones are located at the Intersection Rock parking lot next to Hidden Valley Campground and at the ranger station in Indian Cove. Pay phones are located in the village of Joshua Tree and at the Oasis Visitor Center in Twentynine Palms.

Please report all climbing related injuries to park staff, even those that do not require assistance.

Activities - Stargazing  

It is estimated that only around 10 percent of the population of the United States is able to see the night sky in its natural, unpolluted state. No wonder visitors to Joshua Tree National Park are awed and astounded when they get their first glimpse of the night sky.

Tour the Milky Way: Camping away from city lights gives many of us city dwellers a chance to see the sky as we have never seen it. A great way to introduce someone to the “dark sky” is to tour the Milky Way with binoculars.

Find one of those star clouds and, without taking your gaze away from it, raise your binoculars to your eyes. The cloud will resolve into hundreds of stars, with perhaps smaller clumps and hazy patches in the field of view.

Notice how the Milky Way seems to be very bright and dense to the south near the horizon? You are looking toward the center of our galaxy, where the stars are richest.

To help identify the many objects you will find with binoculars, you will want a star chart. A circular “star finder,” also known as a “planisphere,” will show the location of many celestial objects.

Attend a Star Party: Or, you may wish to attend a star party. Once a month—on a Saturday night close to the new moon—the Andromeda Astronomical Society hosts a star party at Hidden Valley picnic area. The program begins shortly after dark and lasts for about 1½ hours.  Click here for dates and times.  

Things To Know Before You Come  

Accessibility: The nature trails at Bajada, Cap Rock, and the Oasis of Mara are wheelchair accessible. Site 122 at Jumbo Rocks Campground is wheelchair accessible and Keys View is accessible. 

All-terrain Vehicles: ATVs may not be used in the park.

Bicycling: Bicycling is permitted on public roads, both paved and dirt, but not on trails. There are no bicycle paths and many roads are narrow, so ride cautiously.

Campfires: All vegetation in the park is protected. If you want to make a campfire, bring your own firewood. Campfires are not allowed outside of campsites and picnic sites with provided fire grates.

Coping with the weather: Temperature changes of 40 degrees within 24 hours are common. Bring a variety of clothes that you can layer on and off as conditions change.

Although rain is relatively rare in the desert, when it does come it can really pour down. Even when it isn’t raining where you are, rain in the mountains can run off so fast as to cause flash floods. Stay alert.

Day-use and Restricted Areas: Some areas within the park are privately owned; others protect wildlife or historical sites. Entering these areas is prohibited. Day-use areas are set aside to protect sensitive populations of wildlife. They are closed from dusk to dawn.

Dehydration: It is easy to become dehydrated in arid desert environments. Even if you only plan to drive through the park, you should have some water with you. If you are going to camp, we recommend one gallon of water per person per day. If you are going to be hiking or biking, you will want to take along two gallons per person. Drink the water and do not economize. When the water is half gone, it is time to turn back.

Emergency Phones: In an emergency call San Bernardino Dispatch at 909-383-5651. Call collect. Cell phone coverage is spotty in the park. A pay phone is located at the visitor center in Twentynine Palms. You can find pay phones in the towns of Yucca Valley and Joshua Tree and at Chiriaco Summit (12 miles southeast of Cottonwood). Emergency-only phones are located at the ranger station in Indian Cove and at Intersection Rock parking area.

Firearms and Weapons: Firearms, including fireworks, traps, bows, BB guns, paint-ball guns, and slingshots are not allowed in the park.

Food, Lodging, Services: There are no concessions within the park. However, surrounding communities can fulfill most visitor needs. Contact local chambers of commerce for information.

Food Storage: Store food in hard-sided containers or in your vehicle to prevent ravens, coyotes, and other wildlife from eating it.

International Visitors: Park information is available at visitor centers and entrance stations in Dutch, French, German, Italian, Japanese, and Spanish.

Keep Wildlife Wild: Feeding coyotes, squirrels, and other animals weans them from their natural food supplies, causes overpopulation, and turns them into aggressive creatures as they lose their fear of humans.

Leave No Trace: During your visit please pick up trash around campgrounds and trails. Your actions will inspire other park visitors.

Lost & Found: Report lost, and turn in found, items at any visitor center or ranger station. Lost articles will be returned if found.

Off-road Driving: Vehicles, including bicycles, are prohibited off established roads. The desert ecosystem is fragile. Off-road driving and riding creates ruts, upsets delicate drainage patterns, compacts the soil, and leaves visual scars for years. Plants are crushed and uprooted. Wildlife shelters are destroyed, and food and water supplies are altered or obliterated.

Overflow Camping: There is no overflow camping in the park. There are several BLM camping areas nearby.

Overnight Parking: There is no overflow parking in the park, at visitor centers, or park headquarters. Unattended vehicles may not be left outside of campgrounds and backcountry boards between 10 p.m. and 6 a.m.

Parking: Park roads, even the paved roads, are narrow, winding, and have soft, sandy shoulders. Accidents occur when visitors stop along the road to admire a view or make a picture. There are many pullouts and parking lots, so wait until you get to one before stopping.

Pets: While pets are allowed in the park, their activities are restricted. They must be on a leash at all times and cannot be more than 100 feet from a road, picnic area, or campground; they are prohibited from trails, and they must never be left unattended—not even in a vehicle.

Potable Water: Water is available at the visitor center in Twentynine Palms, at Black Rock and Cottonwood campgrounds, at the entrance station south of Joshua Tree, and at the Indian Cove ranger station.

Stay Out and Stay Alive: Mining was an important activity in this area and numerous mining sites can be found within the park. If you choose to visit them, use extreme caution and do not enter old mine workings.

Sun Safety: That old desert sun can damage eyes as well as skin. Wear a hat and sunglasses and use sunblocking lotion liberally.

Take Only Pictures: Over 1.25 million people visit Joshua Tree National Park each year. If each visitor took only one rock or one branch from a bush, the park, our national heritage, would soon be gone. Removal, disturbance, destruction, or disfigurement of anything in the park is unlawful.

Trash: Our dry desert climate cannot quickly decompose such things as orange peels, apple cores, egg shells, and other picnic remains. Loose paper blows into bushes creating an unsightly mess, and plastic six-pack rings can strangle wildlife. Dispose of your trash in a responsible manner and recycle whatever you can.

Vehicle Laws: Park roads are narrow and winding. Some areas are congested. Speed limits are there for your safety and well-being. State and federal vehicle laws apply within the park.

Wildlife Viewing: It is a thrill to see wild animals in the park, but remember: this is their home and they should not be disturbed. This includes the use of artificial light for viewing them.

You Are Responsible: You are responsible for knowing and obeying park rules. Check at visitor centers, at entrance stations, on bulletin boards, and the Superintendent's Compendium to find out what they are. When in doubt, ask a ranger.
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	Trail
Mileage
Starting Point
Features
Arch Rock

.5-mile loop

White Tank Campground, opposite site 9

geology, including a natural arch

Bajada All-
Access

.25-mile loop

South of Cottonwood, One-half mile from the southern entrance to the park

accessible; plants of the Colorado Desert

Barker Dam

1.3-mile loop

Just north of the Barker Dam parking area

water tank built by early cattle ranchers

Cap Rock

.4-mile loop

Cap Rock parking area, at the junction of Park Blvd. and Keys View Road

accessible; boulder piles, Joshua trees, and other plants of the Mojave Desert

Cholla Cactus Garden

.25-mile loop

20 miles north of Cottonwood Visitor Center

dense concentration of Cholla Cactus

Cottonwood Spring
1 mile

Cottonwood Spring parking area

palm oasis, cottonwood trees, plants and animals of the Colorado Desert

Hidden Valley

1-mile loop

Hidden Valley picnic area

rock-enclosed valley rumored to have been used by cattle rustlers

Hi-View
1.3-mile loop

Northwest of Black Rock Campground

views of Mt. San Gorgonio

Indian Cove
.6-mile loop

West end of Indian Cove Campground

plants, including desert willows and Mojave yuccas, animals, and Indian habitation

Keys View
.25-mile loop

Keys View

views of the San Andreas Fault, Mt. San Jacinto, Mt. San Gorgonio, and the Salton Sea

Oasis of Mara

.5-mile loop

Oasis Visitor Center, Twentynine Palms

accessible; introduces an oasis habitat used extensively by early residents in the area

Skull Rock
1.5-mile loop

Jumbo Rocks Campground

boulder piles, desert washes, and a rock formation known as Skull Rock
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